Special issue of International Journal of Multilingualism

Multilingual families: Aspirations and Challenges
Editorial
Multilingual families: Aspirations and Challenges
The theme and the title for this special issue developed from a thematic colloquium that we This special issue brings together five empirical studies that examine how diverse language practices and policies, as well as ideologies, are represented in the multiplicity of family experiences of language socialization. These studies illustrate that while both explicit and implicit language ideologies can shape language practices in families, implicit language ideologies can also be embodied in linguistic practices. As language plays a key role in multilingual families, family members' social aspirations mediated through language may be confronted with challenges within the family and in society. While the aspirations can be motivated by personal, social, cultural or political factors, challenges too can arise within a family, from a given society, of a cultural or political nature.
The articles in this special issue address the aspirations and challenges multilingual families encounter, with a particular focus on the role of identity, agency and ideology in the diversity of experiences in these families with data coming from various settings from Europe to South Africa. 
